WEST MOBILE COUNTY GIRLS’ SOFTBALL ASSOCIATION

ACADEMY Program

Mission Statement:
“At WMCGSA we intend to foster an academy league that will help grow and maintain elite athletes and coaches through the development of skills, character, high-level competition, and commitment.” 

About
- The WMCGSA Academy League would consist of 1 team each for the following leagues- 8U, 10U, and 13U. 

- Coached by a senior head coach with a proven track record of developing players, voted on by the Board. 
	+Must also head coach the current Spring or Fall season in their respective age group.
	+Head coach can select his/her own assistant coaches and dugout mom if needed.
	+Head coach and his/her assistant coaches shall conduct tryouts and select from only those players that attend in person on pre-determined date/dates.

-All players MUST be signed up to play the current rec season at WMCGSA to be eligible for the Academy
	+Tryouts will be held prior to draft day for all eligible players
	+Additional fees are required per player 
	+If an Academy League player quits or is no longer able to play for their respective rec team, they will be automatically removed from the Academy Team and replaced.

-Team Name
	+Determined by the WMCGSA Board

-Jersey
	- 1 jersey provided by WMCGSA from the extra fee paid by player for the Academy.

-Tournaments
	+These teams will compete in travel tournaments representing WMCGSA, at the most, every other weekend, allowing each kid to play with their respective rec team the opposing weekend in sanctioned rec tournaments.
	+Additionally, if a rec tournament is being held at WEMO, Academy teams will NOT be allowed to play that weekend, effectively allowing all rec teams to compete at our local park.  
	+Sanction fees paid for by WMCGSA
	+ Entry Fees paid for by individual teams (unless a pre-determined park sponsored event) IE… A travel tournament hosted at WMCGSA.
	+If possible and travel divisions make, all 3 divisions (8U,10U, and 13U) should work together to travel to the same tournaments. 

-Practice Schedules and Rules
	+Each team shall be given at least 1 field and 1 cage night per week. Preferably 2 field nights if available, even if it’s the late slot. Plus, a Sunday practice at head coach and teams’ discretion. 
	+Excessive missed practices or poor sportsmanship by a player can result in their replacement by a current player registered and in good standing from their rec team.

-Pick-Up Players
	+ If for some reason a pick-up player is necessary, the head coach will submit a request to the respective coordinator which will help facilitate filling that position through players currently signed up to play rec ball at WMCGSA.

-Team Sizes
	+8U- 12 Players
	+10U- 11 Players
	+13U- 11 Players
-ALL STARS
	+All Academy League Tournaments shall end 2 weeks prior to the start of the first All- Star tournament.
	+Academy League Tournaments may resume after the completion of the last All-Star Rec World Series tournament.
	+Being a member of the Academy team does NOT guarantee a player to be included on the All-Star team. DM 3/26/26
	+ Academy players are NOT guaranteed a selection to either of the Blue or Red All-Star teams.
	+ The head coach of the Academy team has the same opportunity to be apart of all stars as all the other league coaches. DM 3/26/26


Additional Comments

The Academy League is designed to be a highly competitive team that allows a higher development of skills. This gives rec girls and coaches the opportunity to compete in both travel and rec tournaments throughout the season. If successful, this program has the potential to market, grow, and maintain the number of players and coaches signing up for WMCGSA. Several parks across Alabama have gone to this format and the interest has been high and the results have been very successful. 


	







